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The state of our resources and why it’s everybody’s business 
Dr Jonathan Green reviewed the growing demands for food, energy and water whilst highlighting a whole 
host of ecosystem services supplied by the environment and semi natural ecosystems that are necessary to 
keep our economic systems running. Jon described the Great Acceleration in which trends of use and 
exploitation often result in degradation and he gave some excellent examples where businesses actively 
operate within the nexus.  One such example focused on water utility companies; water scarcity and 
subsequent conflicting demands has generated some reputational scrutiny around corporate water use. Jon 
suggested that business are at the heart of balancing demand and supply which are likely to become 
increasingly incompatible in the coming decades.  
Jon urged that what we have to do as sustainability practitioners is look at how to best balance supply and 
demand and optimally manage trade-offs between nexus issues.  
Cutting edge research, policy and strategy agendas will have to address the complexity of interdependent 

and interconnected nexus matters. 
 

What was discussed? 
Contributions from Dr Ruth Welters, Dr Gemma Cranston and Dr Jonathan Green developed the debate 
around growing demands for food, energy and water in the face of dwindling natural resources. A number of 
key points were made during the conversation: 
•     Tackling nexus questions requires 

contributions from different 
disciplines, including economics  

•     The importance of scale (in terms of 
the size of the business, geographical 
impact and operations etc) needs to 
be incorporated within research 
questions 

•     Raising awareness and education are 
still fundamental; business needs a 
better understanding of its exposure 
to cascading and systemic risks 

•     As demand and competition increase, there is a greater need to involve stakeholders across landscapes 
•     There is a need for a strategic overview of linkages between public health, development and 

environment because of unaccounted externalities  
•     Policy needs to be more amenable to consider complex connections between nexus elements and guide 

positive outcomes; there should also be a way of aligning different existing policies 
•     We need greater research into waste stream mechanisms and waste minimisation 
•     We need to better identify the role of and influence of customers; comprehensive metrics and 

benchmarking would be necessary for nexus/environmental labelling  
 

Great questions came out of the webinar but it doesn’t stop there!  

You can still submit more questions  here or using #Nexus2020 
 

http://www.cisl.cam.ac.uk/
http://www.thenexusnetwork.org/projects/nexus2020-the-most-important-questions-for-business/nexus2020-submission-form/

