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Funded by the ESRC, the Nexus Network brings together
researchers, policy makers, business leaders and civil
society to develop collaborative projects and improve
decision making on food, energy, water and the

environment,

JOIN THE NEXUS NETWORK
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What is the Nexus?

8. )

THE NEXUS NETWORK

* |n the past five years, there has been a surge of
interest in the idea of the ‘nexus’, as a way of
thinking about the interdependencies, tensions
and trade-offs between food, water and energy
security, in the broader context of environmental

change.
* These systems are inextricably linked, anc
integrated approaches are required, whic

N MOVeE

beyond sectoral, policy and disciplinary si

OS.
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The nexus approach works best
with clear strategic goals.

On 28-29 November 2013, the Berlin2013 Policy =~ Implementation works best when

Forum “Realizing the Water, Energy and Food all stakeholders work together
Security Nexus”, hosted by BMZ in coordination ~ and decisions are based on
with BMU and organized by GIZ, represents a s e

from past mistakes. This

major building block in a series of Nexus : _
presentation by Mike Muller,

MNialamiiae wathicrkhh armanmatad fram tha DAnmnIN1 1



Water

Food N
. ok Security

Climate 20145

Sustainability

Development

Energy

What's the Nexus? Conference 2014  Sponsorship / Contact  Declaration Plenary Sessions  Presentations Photos

Home Search this site \ Search ‘

Nexus 2014: Water, Food, Climate and Energy m

It is increasingly clear: There is Videos Online
no place in an interlinked world conference Oniliie Coverage-okthe
for isolated solutions aimed at . ;i ; -
: J The Water Institute at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and e
just one sector. If the world is ) = i .
gy to Feduce-hiinge and collaborators hosted the Nexus 2014: Water, Food, Climate and Energy Participant List Availabe
eradicate poverty, achieving Conference on March 5-8, 2014 to examine the thoughts and actions related
security for water, energy and to a nexus approach. The co-Directors of the Conference are Jamie Bartram, (i,
food is critical. This challengeis  Director of The Water Institute, and Felix Dodds, Associate Fellow at the b | carolin agreen
(LAl C
becoming even more critical Tellus Institute, with support from an International Advisory Committee. The 7%/
with the impacts of climate Conference brought together scientists and practitioners working in
change, and water will be the government, civil society and business, and other stakeholders to focus on
medium by which we wil the questions of how and why the nexus approach is, and can be, used on Nexus NOde'.s L4
address much of the nexus. . . Tweets from.a st by UNC
international and local levels. Nexus Conference
: Tuwitter feeds relating to the
Other Water-Related Links Nexus Declaration 2014 Nexus Conference

- N UN C One of the primary goals of the Nexus 2014: Water, Food, Climate and * FightPoverty 24 Apr [;J
mﬂ Energy Conference was to provide input to the UN Sustainable Development -
= Goals process. To do so a group of experts prepared a draft of the Nexus

Declaration which was available for public comment. The final version of the

2014 Water and declaration which incorporates public feedback is now available online and

WATER INSTITUTI

@FightPoverty

Innovation as the key to
aid job creation and curb
youth unemployment

Hea|th conference was delivered to the UN Secretary General on March 26. snipbfp.org/176Pun
3 Retweeted by UN
2014 Water Program Available Development
. P Expand
MICI‘ObIO'OEV The Conference program is now 2

e s Fre o Akt — Amns ae . N IINC S o .



nature.com : Publications A-Z index

Y Cart ¢ Login : Register

SCIENCE COMMUNICATION

mMACMlLLAN Quality Creativity Flexibility

nature
climate change

Home | Current issue | Opinion & analysis | Research v | Archive ¥ | For authors ¥ | About the joumal ¥

Archive M Commentaries m

NATURE CLIMATE CHANGE | COMMENTARY < )

Making sustainable beer

Andy Wales

Nature Climate Change 4, 316-318 (2014) | doi:10.1038/nclimate2220
Published online 25 April 2014

@ PDF !; Citation r Reprints Q Rights & permissions Article metrics

As global population continues to grow, managing the relationships between water, food
and energy is becoming increasingly critical. Businesses need to react to the challenge
and be mindful of the important role they play in implementing solutions.

Water and food security are highly intertwined issues and they ultimately depend on the
sustainable use of natural resources. Looking ahead, sustainability is a big challenge as the
population continues to grow; as does the demand for better living standards. Added to the
equation, climate change is enhancing business and societal risks through its impacts on natural
resources and the costs of emissions mitigation targets. Both effects call for integrated
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What is the Nexus Network? THE NEXUS NETWORK

Funding the Nexus Network to better
coordinate UK research efforts in this

drea.

* £1.8 million over three years.
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Establishment of ‘Social Science of the Nexus’ Network Plus

Town meeting and invitation to submit an Expression of Interest

The Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC) has recently undertaken a consuitation exercise to identify the
social science research priorities that emerge from a holistic assessment of the interrelated challenges of energy,
environment and food security. This exercise has identified an interconnected set of social science challenges - the
Social Science of the Nexus - from which ESRC, working with a range of partners, will be taking forward a programme
of research and capacity-building.

The first of these activities is designed to forge links between research activities addressing the challenges of the
Social Science of the Nexus. ESRC wants to establish a Network Plus (NW+) to build connected ‘nexus thinking’
capacity and leadership for the social sciences in identifying and addressing the challenges of the Energy-
Environment-Food Nexus. The call is for a single Network Plus (NW+) to last for 36 months that will bring together
researchers from across the Nexus funded to the level of up to £1.875 million (100 per cent fEC)) over 36 months.

What is a Network Plus?

A Network Plus plays a strategic role in ensuring that research is both of excellent academic quality AND is aligned
with user needs. It plays a key role in reaching out to potential users, interacting with them and providing them with
access to research, ensuring research addresses questions that are relevant to them, and uses the concepts and
language that users understand and can apply. This is intended to be very different to the traditional process of
dissemination which occurs after the research has finished. Instead, with a Network Plus, the research communities’
engagement with research users is at its highest before the main body of research begins, and research users often
play an active role in research design and its co-production. A Network Plus has a further strategic contribution in
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Vision & objectives bt of

Vision: to achieve a step-change improvement in the provision of strategic
research around food-energy-water-environment interdependencies that can
improve policymaker, business and users decision-making.

Objectives:

Build and sustain a network of social scientists, natural scientists and users from
business, government and civil society

Focus on the strategic needs of users, and shape an interdisciplinary research
portfolio that targets opportunities, gaps and mismatches

Engage proactively with business and align research with business needs &
outcomes

Support the social science research community to develop and share new data,
conceptual frameworks, methodologies, skills and practices

Provide a UK interface for international initiatives with nexus dimensions, e.g.
Future Earth

Synthesise the outcomes of network activities to inform ESRC policies and
strategies
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The ESRC Nexus Network
Research & Partnership Activities

Professor lan Bateman, Nexus Network Economics Lead
CSERGE, University of East Anglia
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Activiti @
ctivities THE NEXUS NETWORK

The Nexus Network was launched on 9 June 2014

@) | - * Call for think pieces (up to £5K)
_ deadline 4 July 2014

* First annual conference on
‘What works at the nexus? New
connections in food, energy,
water and environment’

27 November 2014 in London.

WELCOME TO THE
NEXUS NETWORK

v |5

www.thenexusnetwork.org
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Strategic links THE NEXUS NETWORK

 The Nexus Network has begun a process of identification and
coordination of research priorities linking environment, food,
water, biodiversity, energy and climate with concerns regarding
resilience, consumption, behaviour, sustainable prosperity, etc.

* Building on close links with a variety of Research Council
initiatives, key government departments and business partners
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Links with Defra THENERUS ETWORK

. e Nexus issues cut across Defra’s

s evidence priorities

Food & Rural Affairs

RS * ‘Making the most of our evidence: a

A strategy for Defra and its network

s . strategy for Defra and its network’
w44 (June 2014)

— Growing the rural economy
— Improving the environment

— Safeguarding animal health
— Safeguarding plant health

16



Links with Welsh Government THE NEAUS NETWORK
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First Workshop: Environmental value ¢ ( /)

and valuation at the nexus RN O

th
28 Nov 2014, Defra, London Invited participants

N
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NATURAIL CAPITAL e

LEADERS PLATFORM 4 DSy

Second Workshop: Natural Bridge - exploring
business-led action at the nexus
15 & 16 April 2015

* Exploring the business risks related to land use, food, water,
energy and the environment through a mix of interactive
sessions to inspire business led action underpinned by

research.
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Professor James Wilsdon, Nexus Network Director
j.wilsdon@sussex.ac.uk or 01273 876 581

Professor lan Bateman, Nexus Network Economics Lead
|.Bateman@uea.ac.uk or 01603 593 125
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-
-
I.E P
o
z

University of Sussex

SPRU -

Science & Technology Policy Research
R CSERGE

57 UNIVERSITY OF
» CAMBRIDGE

INSTITUTE FOR
SUSTAINABILITY LEADERSHIP



http://www.sussex.ac.uk/spru/about
http://www.cserge.ac.uk/
mailto:j.wilsdon@sussex.ac.uk
mailto:I.Bateman@uea.ac.uk
http://www.thenexusnetwork.org.uk/join

