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What is the Nexus? 

 
• In the past five years, there has been a surge of 

interest in the idea of the ‘nexus’, as a way of 
thinking about the interdependencies, tensions 
and trade-offs between food, water and energy 
security, in the broader context of environmental 
change.  

• These systems are inextricably linked, and 
integrated approaches are required, which move 
beyond sectoral, policy and disciplinary silos. 
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What is the Nexus Network? 

 

Funding the Nexus Network to better 
coordinate UK research efforts in this 
area. 

 

 

• £1.8 million over three years.  
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Vision & objectives 
Vision: to achieve a step-change improvement in the provision of strategic 
research around food-energy-water-environment interdependencies that can 
improve policymaker, business and users decision-making.  

Objectives: 

• Build and sustain a network of social scientists, natural scientists and users from 
business, government and civil society  

• Focus on the strategic needs of users, and shape an interdisciplinary research 
portfolio that targets opportunities, gaps and mismatches 

• Engage proactively with business and align research with business needs & 
outcomes 

• Support the social science research community to develop and share new data, 
conceptual frameworks, methodologies, skills and practices 

• Provide a UK interface for international initiatives with nexus dimensions, e.g. 
Future Earth 

• Synthesise the outcomes of network activities to inform ESRC policies and 
strategies 11 
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The ESRC Nexus Network 
Research & Partnership Activities 
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CSERGE, University of East Anglia 
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Activities 

 

• Call for think pieces (up to £5K) 
deadline 4 July 2014 

• First annual conference on 
‘What works at the nexus? New 
connections in food, energy, 
water and environment’  

    27 November 2014 in London. 
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 The Nexus Network was launched on 9 June 2014 

www.thenexusnetwork.org 

http://www.thenexusnetwork.org/


Strategic links 

• The Nexus Network has begun a process of identification and 
coordination of research priorities linking environment, food, 
water, biodiversity, energy and climate with concerns regarding  
resilience, consumption, behaviour, sustainable prosperity, etc. 
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• Building on close links with a variety of Research Council 
initiatives, key government departments and business partners 

 
 

 

http://click.infospace.com/ClickHandler.ashx?du=http://www.afrique7.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/ESRC-Logo.jpg&ru=http://www.afrique7.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/ESRC-Logo.jpg&ld=20130206&ap=1&app=1&c=babylon3&s=babylon3&coi=372380&cop=main-title&euip=86.139.197.8&npp=1&p=0&pp=0&pvaid=f4c69e80d7a84fb48b3b178e02bd9306&ep=1&mid=9&hash=028911259DC01B79A017E079F6EFF9C3


Links with Defra 

• Nexus issues cut across Defra’s 
evidence priorities  

• ‘Making the most of our evidence: a 
strategy for Defra and its network’ 
(June 2014) 

 

– Growing the rural economy 

– Improving the environment 

– Safeguarding animal health 

– Safeguarding plant health 
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Links with Welsh Government 



Links with Scottish Government 
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First Workshop: Environmental values  
and valuation at the nexus 
  
 

 Speakers:  

• Ulrike Hotopp, Defra Chief 
Economist 

• Gemma Harper, Defra Chief 
Social Scientist 

• Peter Simpson, Anglian Water 
Executive Director 

• Plus: Leading researchers 

Invited participants 

19 

 

28th Nov 2014, Defra, London 



Second Workshop: Natural Bridge - exploring 
business-led action at the nexus 
15 & 16 April 2015 

 
• Exploring the business risks related to land use, food, water, 

energy and the environment through a mix of interactive 
sessions to inspire business led action underpinned by 
research.  

 

20 



YEAR 1 YEAR 2 YEAR 3 

2014 2015 2016 2017 

J J A S O N D J F M A M J J A S O N D J F M A M J J A S O N D J F M A M 

BUILDING THE 
NETWORK 

recruitment                                               ongoing building                                                         developing self- 
and mapping                                             and maintenance                                                        sustaining status 

THEMATIC 
WORKSHOPS 

                                             values and valuation 

                                                                         ecological thresholds 

                                                                                                    resources and conflicts 

                                                                                                                           urbanisation and nexus challenges 

                                                                                                                                            green technologies and transformations 

                                                                                                                                                               evidence, policy, transformation 

METHODS 
WORKSTREAM 

 
 
scope 

 
 
   explore            articulate        experiment      develop           test 

     
 
    integrate             disseminate 

 
 

GRANTS AND 
PLACEMENTS 

CALL: thinkpieces      

                                                             CALL: ecologies, values, thresholds 

                                                                                                      CALL: cities, resources conflicts 

                                                                                                                                    CALL: policies, tech., transitions 

                                                               placements and blue sky ideas 

STRATEGY LABS  

                                                                                                   flexible response to emerging hot topics 

ANALYSIS, 
ADVICE 

CONFERENCES 



Contacts 
 

Professor James Wilsdon, Nexus Network Director 

j.wilsdon@sussex.ac.uk or 01273 876 581 
 

Professor Ian Bateman, Nexus Network Economics Lead 

I.Bateman@uea.ac.uk or 01603 593 125 
 

Join the Nexus Network  
www.thenexusnetwork.org.uk/join 
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